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Information Retrieval and Navigation System Suitable for Digital Appliances Based on Emergence
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With the wide dissemination of digital appliances such as TV sets and cellular phones that can handle various digital contents including movies
and news distributed via the Internet, there is an increasing need for the enhancement of retrieval functions for contents that users want to see.
In response to this problem, Toshiba has developed an optimal information retrieval and navigation system for digital appliances based on the

concept of emergence, which is commonly used in the contexts of ethology and complex system theory.

This system allows users to easily access

not only contents of interest but also contents that might expand their interests, simply by clicking on automatically provided keywords.
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Analogy between flock of birds flying and retrieval sequence in search situation
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Concept of navigation space
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Example of navigation window display
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Example of user's searching behavior
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