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Introduction of IEEE Milestone Program Recognizing Important Historical Achievements
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The IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc.) Milestones are a program to recognize important historical achievements in the

electrical, electronic, information, and communication system fields, which are the technology areas of IEEE.
recognition of technological innovation and excellence for the benefit of society and industry.

wide, including seven in Japan, as of December 2007.

The IEEE Milestones are awarded in
Seventy-eight milestones had been awarded world-

In 2008, the first Japanese-language word processor, which was developed by Toshiba Corporation in 1978, was selected as the recipient of the

eighth IEEE Milestone in Japan.
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IEEE MILESTONE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
AND COMPUTING

& THE FIRST WORD PROCESSOR FOR THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE, 1971-1978

At this site, between 1971 and 1978, the first Japanese-language word
processor was developed. Researchers headed by Ken-ichi Mori created a
wholly new concept of Japanese word processing. Their first practical
system, JW-10, was publicly unveiled on 3 October 1978. The JW-10, and
improved versions, played a major role in advancing the Information Age
in Japan, and provided the basis for Japanese-language word-processing
software in personal computers.
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