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Current Status of and Future Prospects for Standardization of Network Home Appliances
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An increasing number of network home appliances, namely, network-connected white goods and audiovisual (AV) devices, have entered

the consumer market in recent years.
many standards are provided for network home appliances.
tion is established.

However, technical difficulties related to interconnectivity may sometimes be encountered because so
In addition, networking needs to be confirmed as safe when network communica-
These issues can be stumbling blocks to the dissemination of network home appliances.

Toshiba has contributed two technologies to the development of network home appliances: the "ECHONET-universal plug and play (UPnP)
gateway" to improve the interconnectivity of network home appliances, and the "ubiquitous open platform forum (UOPF)" to offer safe network-

ing for network communication.
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These two technologies work cooperatively for the realization of consumer-friendly network home appliances.
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