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HD DVD Technologies — Trends and Future Outlook
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HD DVD recorders/players were developed from DVD recorders/players, with Toshiba serving as a main pillar, to record and replay high-
definition signals.  They are equipped with a blue laser diode for physical formatting; partial response maximum likelihood (PRML)
technology for signal processing; the Moving Picture Experts Group - phase 4 (MPEG-4) Advanced Video Coding (AVC) and Video Codec
Standard (VC-1) for video compression; and the Advanced Access Content System (AACS) for contents protection.  They offer new services
such as advanced interactive communication, picture-in-picture display, and Internet connectivity.  These features allow users to more freely

enjoy high-definition pictures than has been possible up to now.
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HD DVD and other optical discs observed by atomic force microscope
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