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The Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) system has become widely disseminated throughout the Japanese highway network and more than

60% of all vehicles now pass through tollgates without stopping.
evolved into the first stage, practical application, in the second half of the 1990s after progressing from the R&D phase.
now entering the second stage, the development stage, where technical development for various applications will be actualized.

Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS), of which the ETC system is a part,

The field of ITS is
In this

stage, onboard units, roadside equipment, and central processing units will cooperate to offer various services.

ITS can be considered to be a new social infrastructure system in the area of road networks.

Close technical liaison between

information technology for system construction and technologies for road equipment will be required to meet users' expectations for services
that provide the optimum convenience, which will appear in the second stage.
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