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Trends in Development of Compact, Large-Capacity Hard Disk Drives
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The continuous trend of increasing storage capacity and decreasing size of hard disk drives (HDDs) has resulted in an expansion of
their applications, from that of a storage medium for desktop computers to more mobile, consumer-oriented applications such as digital
video recorders, portable music players, and car navigation systems.

Toshiba has specialized in sub-2.5-inch, small-form-factor HDDs and has consistently led the industry in storage capacity and size
reduction.  With innovations such as perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR) technology, an annual increase of 30 % in storage capacity
is expected, to realize 640-gigabyte 2.5-inch drives and 30-gigabyte 0.85-inch drives by 2010. These technological trends mean that
HDDs will continue to play a vital role in Toshiba’s “gigastyletm” concept.
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