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New Trends in ITS at Beginning of Practical Use
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New information systems for vehicles and road traffic networks began to enter practical use in the 1990s.  Starting with the
dissemination of navigation systems, the Vehicle Information and Communication System (VICS), which provides real-time traffic
information to vehicles such as information on traffic accidents, entered the practical stage in 1996.  The Electronic Toll Collection (ETC)
system, which had been developed and refined over a number of years, began test operation in 2000.

The navigation systems and VICS that spread in the 1990s are systems providing information to drivers.  From now on, however,
information services using two-way communication with drivers and pedestrians will be the focus of attention. It is said that the ubiquitous
society will be realized in the 2000s. It is hoped that an omnipresent information and communication environment available anytime and
anywhere will improve the safety of drivers and pedestrians while realizing various convenient and easy-to-use services, by applying not

only personal cellular phones but also advanced information and communication technologies developed in succession.
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