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Extensible Markup Language (XML) is an internationally standardized format to describe data. Users can define tags to
represent semantics of data. Computers can recognize data by using the tags, so many applications can be designed in XML. In

particular, XML is a highly effective format for shared or exchanged data.

programming languages.

Many tools are available for handling XML in

In this paper, we describe some typical applications of XML including knowledge management, contents management, and data

exchange among systems and/or companies.

Many efforts are being made to use XML in these fields, and some remarkable

results can be seen.  After reviewing these results, we outline the basic merits of XML and discuss future trends in these fields.
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<OrderList>
<OrderNumber>0001</OrderNumber>
<CustomerName>Taro Yamada</CustomerName>
<Order>
<ProductName>Note book PC</ProductName>
<Quantity>100</Quantity>
<ProductName>CD Drive</ProductName>
<Quantity>50</Quantity>
</Order>

</OrderList> 7

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>Oder List</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY BGCOLOR="#FFFFEG" TEXT="#000000">
<TABLE BORDER="2"><TR>

<TD COLSPAN="100%">Customer:Taro Yamada</TD>
</TR>

<TR><TD>0 0 0 </TD><TD>0 0 0 </TD> </TR>
<TR> <TD>Note book PC</TD> <TD>100</TD> </TR>
<TR> <TD>CD Drive</TD> <TD>50</TD> </TR>
</BODY>

</HTML> 7
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