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Decolorable Ink to Promote Paper Recycling
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Paper, which accounts for about 40 % of the volume of trash, becomes trash because there is ink on the paper. If it were easy
to erase the ink, sheets of paper would no longer be trash. This would also save energy and chemicals for the de-inking process,
decrease carbon dioxide emissions, and preserve wood resources. Decolorable ink technology is applicable to toner for copiers
and printers, ink for ballpoint pens, and common ink for printing.

Toshiba is developing the toner, and other companies are developing other items in cooperation with Toshiba.  Six laws related
to recycling were enacted in Japan in 2000, making it necessary for companies in Japan to give careful consideration to recycling.

These laws have increased the need for decolorable ink for printers and stationery.
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Volume of paper produced in Japan classified by type
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Capacity of landfill sites in Japan
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Principle of decolorable ink
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Demonstration of solvent erasing
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Demonstration of heat erasing
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Outline of paper reclaiming plant
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