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Electronic commerce has rapidly spread in recent years due to the efficiency and effectiveness of the Internet. In traditional
commercial transactions in Japan, a paper-based certificate of a seal issued by a commercial registry office is widely used for
authentication of the parties. In electronic commerce, however, a new authentication scheme is required because all transactions
should be paperless.

To promote secure electronic commerce, the Ministry of Justice has established a new legal scheme, the Electronic
Authentication System based on the Commercial Register, in which an electronic certificate of a digital signature issued by a registry
office has equivalent legal validity to the traditional paper-based certificate.

Toshiba has developed a terminal system for the electronic commercial register and delivered it to the Ministry of Justice.
Deployment of the system to registry offices throughout Japan has now begun. Toshiba has also developed a software package for
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corporations that use the certificate for electronic commerce and electronic applications.
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(2)  R.L.Rivest, et al. A method for obtaining digital signatures and public key
cryptosystems. Communications of the ACM. 21, 2, 1978, p.1200126.
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