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The safety of civil aviation relies on ground navigation aids. In areas where there are no ground aids and on oceanic air routes,
aircraft must depend on their own navigation system. The predicted increase in civil aviation traffic in the near future will make it
difficult for current navigation aids to support navigation in all phases of flights.

To avoid this problem, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is directing the establishment of standards for the
global navigation satellite system (GNSS). GNSS employs navigation satellites, such as those of the global positioning system
(GPS), to provide navigation capability throughout the world.  In Japan, the Electronic Navigation Research Institute, the Ministry of
Transport, and the Japan Civil Aviation Promotion Foundation are carrying out research on this navigation system. Toshiba has

been providing experimental equipment for this research.
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