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COMETS Satellite Broadcasting Equipment (SBE) and NASDA Ground Facilities for SBE Mission
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The Communications and Broadcasting Engineering Test Satellite (COMETS) has been developed by the National Space
Development Agency of Japan (NASDA).  The objectives of the project are to develop and verify new technologies in the areas
of communications and direct broadcasting.  Additional aims of the project are the establishment and orbital verification of a
large-scale geostationary satellite bus system.

COMETS was launched on February 21, 1998 from the Tanegashima Space Center by an H-Il rocket, but could not reach
geostationary orbit because of rocket failure.  Although COMETS was injected into a low earth orbit, NASDA succeeded to
transfer the satellite to a higher orbit, using apogee kick engine, in order to permit some of the experiments to be performed.
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Major performance specifications of SBE-AUNT
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Outline of advanced satellite communication experiment system
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