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The next-generation multimedia communication standards, which are being formulated as MPEG 4 (Moving Picture Experts
Group 4) by the International Standardization Organization (ISO), allow speech, audio and video signals to be efficiently
compressed into low-bit-rate digital data of less than 64 kbps and have error-resilient features.  The multimedia multiplexing
protocol H.223 is being extended to the H.223 Annex formats, to which the error-correction function is being added for mobile
applications, by the International Telecommunication Union-Telecommunication Standard Sector (ITU-T).

Toshiba is contributing to these standardization activities, with its sights set on the world of wireless/mobile multimedia
communications. Due to the error-resilient features of both standards, multimedia communications such as mobile videophone,
video surveillance and browsing can be realized in the wireless/mobile environment. It has also been confirmed by computer
simulation that good-quality visual communications are attained even in wireless transmission under conditions of severe errors.
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