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New Trends in Medical Imaging Technologies in Response to Changing Health Care Requirements
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The health care environment is changing in industrialized countries due to rapid growth in the elderly population. The
technological environment is also changing due to rapid advances in computer and communication technologies, particularly with
regard to multimedia applications. As a result, health care requirements are becoming more diversified and complex.

In the past, medical imaging technology tended to focus exclusively on improvements in diagnostic capabilities. Today, however,
medical imaging technology must respond to a much larger number of societal and health care issues, ranging from overall cost
containment to improved quality of life for patients. Expectations with regard to image quality have also changed significantly in
recent years. This paper outlines the latest trends in medical imaging technologies and also discusses directions for future
development.
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Contrast harmonic echo imaging
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