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Next-Generation Product Development Environment — Product on Demand
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As the 21st century approaches, the product development process is a highly important task requiring careful attention. The
wide diversity of customer preferences and requirements is forcing enterprises to adopt more globalized and flexible design and
manufacturing styles. More than ever, products are required to be custom-designed, affordable, cost competitive, and delivered on

time, and they must also meet strict quality standards.

This paper introduces the product on demand(POD)system, which is a new concept of the product development process. Also

described are the key technologies necessary for POD to be realized.
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