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The Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) Satellite will be launched in the second half of 1997 as a joint project
between NASA and NASDA.  The purpose of this project is to clarify changes in global weather and acquire data concerned with
the strength and distribution of rainfall.  These data are important for monitoring changes in the Earth's environment.  On board
the satellite will be a precipitation radar system, which is a radar system for rainfall measuring. ~ This will be the first time in the
world that this type of radar system has been deployed by satellite.

This paper reports on the TRMM precipitation radar data processing system that is currently being developed. This system
will mass-produce data on three-dimensional structures of rainfall, constant rainfall observation, rainfall structures, etc. by
processing observation data, as well as being a facility which can carry out data product tests and data verification.
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Concept of precipitation radar data acquisition
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Hardware components of TRMM precipitation radar data processing system
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