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B Earth Observation Technologies
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Toshiba is in charge of building two major subsystems—the attitude and orbit control subsystem (AOCS)
and the solar paddle subsystem (PDL)—of the Advanced Earth Observing Satellite (ADEOS) to be placed into
orbit by the National Space Development Agency of Japan (NASDA) in 1996 for the purpose of gathering
global environmental data.  In addition, the interferometric monitor for greenhouse gases (IMG), which has
been developed under a contract with the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, will be on board the
ADEOS spacecraft.
interferometer, and is designed to measure greenhouse gases.

The Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) is a joint program between the U.S. and Japan. The
objective of this program is to conduct long-term satellite measurements and systematic studies of tropical

The IMG is a Fourier transform infrared radiometer employing a Michelson type

rainfall, which are a prerequisite for major advances in weather and climate research. The precipitation
radar (PR) being developed by Toshiba, which is the main observation equipment on board the TRMM
program, is also described here.
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